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INTRODUCTION. 


O N perilling a paper defcriptive of a canal projected by 
the Earl of Stanhope, in 1793, where many difficulties 
feem to arife, my thoughts were firft awakened to this 
fubjedt. 

The canal was intended for the purpofe of conveying fea 
fand, as a manure, from Bude Haven, in Cornwall, to the 
high grounds near Houlfworthy and Hatherleigh, in Devon- 
fhire : on which the difference between the fummit and 
lower levels was upwards of five hundred feet, and water ex- 
tremely fcarce. Thus the difparity in the levels, and fcarcity 
of water, which would require numerous and expenfive re- 
fervoirs, banifhed every hope of a canal on the lock principle 
paying the fubfcribers. 

But to accomplifh the work, it was propofed by his Lord- 
fliip to form the ponds of canal at convenient diftances, and 
unite them by iron rail-roads of a gradual and eafy afcent, on 
v\ hich boats of two tons were to be ufed 5 fuch boats navi- 
gating to the firft rail-road, each was to be fufpended be- 
tween a pair of wheels about fix feet diameter, and conveyed 
by a horfe to the next afcending level ; then navigate to the 

fucceeding rail- way, proceeding thus till the fummit was 
attained. 
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